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Didactic Electives Offerings for  
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PHAR 455 – Drug Discovery and Development  

This elective course is designed to provide pharmacy students with more in-depth training and understanding of the 

process of drug discovery and development and about careers in the pharmaceutical industry.  The course is designed to 

help to develop professional communication skills and to improve analysis and practice of verbal, non-verbal, and written 

communication strategies that promote effective interpersonal dialog and understanding.    
 

PHAR 456 – History of Pharmacy 



4 

 

PHAR 475 - Research Elective I 

This elective is the first of three research electives in a series, which are designed to provide the student with directed 

research experience on a specific topic in pharmaceutical sciences. These topics are generally focused on characterization 

and evaluation of new or existing therapeutic agents. The student will gain basic understanding on how to initiate, 

conduct, and complete a hypothesis-driven research project, and how to communicate the outcome of research through 

oral and written presentations. The student will gain basic knowledge on a subject area of the research and hands-on 

experiences with specific research methodologies.  Offered: P2 Fall, P2 Spring, and P3 Fall. 
 

PHAR 476 - Research Elective II 

This elective is the second of three research electives in a series, which are designed to provide the student with directed 

research experience on a specific topic in pharmaceutical sciences. These topics are generally focused on characterization 

and evaluation of new or existing therapeutic agents. Built upon what has been achieved in the research project in PHAR 

475 (Research Elective I), the student will initiate a new project by proposing a follow-up hypothesis. In this project, the 
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PHAR 484 – Infectious Diseases 

This elective course focuses on commonly encountered infectious diseases in both the inpatient and outpatient settings 

and is intended to provide students an opportunity to expand their knowledge of infectious diseases. This course includes 

information on antimicrobials, medical microbiology, and pharmacotherapy of commonly encountered infections. Small 
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the student to defend an antimicrobial selection. Emphasis will be placed on developing critical thinking skills and 

professional communication skills which can be applied to pharmacy practice in both institutional and community settings. 
 

PHAR 486 – Advanced Pharmacoeconomics 

This elective course will take a practical approach and put pharmacoeconomic principles, methods, and theories into 

practice to quantify the value of pharmacy products and pharmaceutical care services used in real-world environments. 

Course participants will apply key modeling concepts using Microsoft Excel. This will include conceptualizing and 

structuring a pharmacoeconomics model, adding inputs, running analyses, and interpreting results. Hands-on modeling 

techniques will include decision trees, Markov models, cost-effectiveness analysis, cost-utility analysis, cost-minimization 

analysis, cost-benefit analysis, and sensitivity analysis. 
 

PHAR 487 – Journal Club  

This elective course is designed for students to further enhance their skill at evaluating and critiquing randomized, 

controlled clinical trials.  Selected trials (i.e., landmark and current) will be thoroughly assessed to identify strengths and 

limitations plus determine appropriate application into practice.  The students also will present a journal club during this 

course to enhance their presentation and literature analysis skills. 
 

COHS 500 – Introduction to Interprofessional Practice 

This elective course is designed to introduce students in professional health care programs to interprofessional practice 

and teamwork. The role of interprofessional education in the development of health care professionals will be 
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contribution explored, allowing for knowledge and understanding of their and other professional contributions.  

 

Please Note: The COHS 500 course is a one (1) credit hour course.  Pharmacy students need to complete at least two (2) 

credit hours of didactic electives prior to beginning APPEs. 

 

COHS 500 Course Objectives 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

A. Discuss the advantages of interprofessional practice on health care outcomes 

B.


